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Preface
Our third Oxford meeting marks another new departure in the organisation of our conferences. As a result of a decision taken at our last year’s meeting at St John’s College, the conference management was split away from the Society’s chairman by the appointment of a General Conference Chair and Programme Chair. However, it falls on me as the Society’s chairman to write the preface and introduce the conference organisers.

As has become the norm, the first day of this year’s programme is full with 4 sessions and an invited talk by Neil Bowerman, a long standing industrial supporter from Nestle and friend of UKSim. The opening session on Health and Human Models has 3 papers which range in topic from facial reconstruction, by Ponniah and colleagues from Great Ormond Street and University College hospitals, to removal of blood clots, by Pearce et al from Wolverhampton University and Oswestry Orthopaedic & District Hospital, and the more theoretical paper on constraint optimisation by Jenkins and Angel from the University of Glamorgan. The remaining 3 sessions include ‘Performance Modelling and Optimisation’ in the morning with a notable collaborative paper by Al-Begain from Glamorgan and Dudin from the Laboratory of Applied Probabilistic Analysis, Belarusian Sate University in Minsk. The first afternoon session, ‘Algorithms, Methodologies and Applications’, has papers from Nottingham Trent and Southampton Universities and a 2nd international collaborative paper between Zhu from Oxford Brooks and Shan from the National University of Defence Technology, Changsha, China. The final session of the day, ‘Distributed Systems and Networks’, deals with an interesting set of issues such as denial of service attacks, from Staffordshire university, semantic based automatic assignments, from Nottingham Trent University, and interrupt schema simulation within Modula-2 from Glamorgan University.
The Wednesday sessions start with our second keynote speaker, Mahdi Mahfouf from the University of Sheffield Department of Automatic Control and Systems Engineering. It deals with the modelling and optimisation of intelligent systems for material processing and in particular it reviews the main landmarks and future trends. The session on ‘Performance Models and Wireless Networks’ is based largely on the work of Awan and Al-Begian which was started at Bradford university and spread to Glamorgan with an international collaboration with Zreikat from the University of Mutah in Jordan. The second session on Wednesday deals with ‘Environment and Health Models’, where international presence and collaboration includes Campean’s work from Romania, and the joint work by Richard Zobel with Tandayya and Duerrast on the modelling of tsunami waves established during Richard’s visiting professorship at Prince of Songkla University in Thailand. This was the subject of Richard’s invited keynote paper last year which has sparked further collaborative research reported at other international venues. 
The two sessions on the last day deal with ‘Industrial and Business Applications’ and ‘Distributed Systems and Networks’. As expected, topics in the first session range widely, from ship design, scaffolding and electronic payments to discrete events in business processes and templates for decision support systems. The closing session topics include TCP/IP networks, from Liverpool Hope University, simulation for network principles teaching, from the Open University, and position determination from John Pollard’s team at UCL.

The excellent effort by Khalid Al-Begain, general conference chair, and Alessandra Orsoni, programme chair, need special mention. They represent the relatively new ‘blood’ on the committee and have been with us for around 5 years, during which they served in increasingly significant roles both on the wider European as well as the UK simulation scenes. On the European simulation conferences, Khalid has his own conference on Analytical and Stochastic Modelling Techniques and Applications (ASMTA), while Alessandra has established her own track on Simulation in Technology, Processes and OR. Their work with UKSim include serving as session chairs, co-programme chairs, co-editors of proceedings and as invited guest editors for special issues of the Society’s International Journal of Simulation: Systems, Science and Technology. Quality and sound academic judgment have been the guiding principles throughout their work.  In her role as a co-editor for the International Journal of Simulation, Alessandra will be selecting the best papers from this conference for a special issue of the Journal. Finally thanks are due to: i) all authors and session chairs for their effort in first submitting and reviewing the excellent range of draft papers and then keeping to tight deadlines in preparing and submitting the final manuscripts; ii) colleagues on the UKSIM committee for their unfailing support throughout the last year; and iii) the School of Computing at Glamorgan University, the Business School at Kingston University and the School of Computing and Informatics at Nottingham Trent University for providing the facilities and the time.

David Al-Dabass,

Chairman, UK Simulation Society,

April 2006.

